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• Importing to Egypt is a highly complicated process starting from establishment of 

the license reaching to each importing process and operation.

• Due to gap in GDP the government had to set new rules for importing and license 

of importing through increasing establishment capital and importing insurance 

further more the owner of the company should be qualified enough and certified 

in importing to get the license.

• And there is another challenges in every importing operation which depends 

foreign currency availability, new rules 

Introduction



Commercial 
register

• Capital 2,000,000 EGP

Operating 
local business 

for 2 years

• Achieving 5,000,000 EGP as yearly revenue 
with proven documents of paid VAT and 
Profit Taxes.

Applying for 
Importing 
license C4

•Get a certificate of importing from GOIEC training Center

•Prepare a letter of guarantee valued 200,000 EGP 

•Apply all of company’s legal documents at GOIEC for C4

•Waiting for approval and issuing the license.

waiting the central bank of Egypt to recognize the company to issue the document 4 ( may be 6 months)

How to establish your own importing registration license C4



• executive authority: 

General Organization for Export and Import Control ( GOEIC )

Including importing legalization procedures and custom clearance 

Required documents for custom clearance:

1- approval for custom dealer system

2- AWB

3- Original invoice 

4- incoterm contract

4- packing list

5- label

6- documented original price

7- logistics procedures

8- approval from standard authorities

• approval authorities: Standard Authorities ( EDA, Department of chemistry, food safety authority, etc ………….. )

The corresponding authorities involved in importing process



• Contracting :
• Shipment contracting ( Incoterms )

• Agency contracting

• International agreement :
• Euro 1

• Turkish Agreement

• Aghadir

• Comessa

Contracting & international agreements



Incoterms



• Required from approval authorities 
 Sole agency 

 Needs a specific clause in the contract 

 Issue commercial agents license ( C14 )

 Sole distributor
 Sole distributor Clause should be mentioned in the contract

Agency contracting



Third parties

• Custom clearance agent

• Shipping agent

• Importing company for others

• Standard authorities representatives



• Documents required:
• Commercial Register

• GOEIC Importing license

• Specialized Importing register

• Dossier or invoice according to medical category

• Importing duration:
• From one month to 1 year

Importing in medical sector



Production requirements

Finished Products

Semi-finished Products

Importing in medical sector



Production requirements ( Local Brands & 
Semi-finished Products)

API’s Packaging



Semi-finished 
products

Food Supplement

Cosmetics

Pharmaceuticals

Definition:

Importing semi manufactured products packed in 
Drums and converted into finished products at 
Egyptian plant through  packaging the mixture 
under trade mark at country of origin

Registration state: 

assembly in Egypt under license from Foreign 
supplier.

Advantages: 

reduced custom tariff  

High quality

Owning brand through private label



finished products Food Supplement Cosmetics Medical Devices

Definition:

Importing finished manufactured products packed 
at final state to be marketed directly in the Egyptian 
market

Registration state: 

imported

Advantages: 

Low scale operations

High quality

Owning brand through private label



Finished Product

• classified as a provoking goods and the 

operations are restricted by the government 

like:

• Manufacturer registration at Egyptian 

Ministry of Trade 

• Custom Tariff 30%

• VAT 25%

• Refusal of currency saving from the 

central bank of Egypt.

Semi-finished Product

• Classified as production requirements 

with no operation restriction

• Custom Tariff 5 – 10%

• VAT 14%

• Priority of currency savings

• Available for private label

Cosmetics



Registration Procedures

• Documents Required:
• Contract Agreement
• Free Sale Certificate
• Certificate of analysis
• Design Layout
• Composition
• Declaration of conformity
• Origin of specific API 

• Duration: 4 – 6 Months

Importing Approval

• documents: required:
• Original Invoice

• Registration notice

• AWB original

• C4 or importing register

• Sample analysis

• Duration: 2 weeks

Cosmetics legalization



Food Supplement

Finished

• No restriction to import food 
supplement from the 
government 

• Custom tariff: Av. 20%

• VAT: 14%

• Low priority for currency savings

Semi-finished

• Classified as production 
requirements with no operation 
restriction

• Custom Tariff 5 – 10%

• VAT 14%

• Priority of currency savings

• Available for private label



Food Supplement

Registration procedures

• Importing register at FSA

• ISO Certificate

• GMP

• Free Sales Certificate

• Certificate of analysis

• Composition

• Medical Reference 

• Declaration of conformity 

Importing Approval

• documents: required:
• Original Invoice

• Registration notice

• AWB original

• C4 and importing register

• Sample analysis

• Duration: 2-3 weeks



Medical Devices Imported

• Only finished products

• No governmental restriction for importing 

• Varies in registration according to classification and categories.

• Custom Tariff 0% - 15%

• VAT 14%

• High priority for currency savings



Medical Device Classification



Medical Devices Categories

Pharmaceutical forms

implants

consumables

Furniture and wears 



Medical Device Legalization

Registration procedures
• Importing register at EDA

• ISO 13485 Certificate or FDA

• GMP

• Free Sales Certificate

• CE MARK

• Certificate of analysis

• Composition

• Declaration of conformity 

• GMDN

• Pharmacovigilance 

Importing Approval

• documents: required:
• Original Invoice

• Registration notice

• AWB original

• C4 and importing register

• Sample analysis

• Duration: 2-3 weeks



Importing Approval only 

• All Furniture and wears 

• Class 1 Non Sterile

• No medical use



Medical Device Pharmaceutical Form

• Apply in Medical Device department

• Presented to pharma department

• Final decision according to the medical device class.



Thank you


